DEARBOKN

1039

DEBATE

of which is especially helpful to parents of
afflicted children. Mention should be made
particularly of John D. Wright's What the
Mother of a Deaf Child Ought to Know, and
recent volumes of the Volta Review, published
by the Volta Bureau at Washington, D. C.

DEAR'BOBlSr, HEITRY (1751-1829). an
American soldier who distinguished himself
in many battles of the Revolution and in
the War of 1812. He was captured by the
British at Quebec, but was released and was
with Washington at Yorktown. In 1793 he
was elected to Congress, and for eight years
he was Secretary of War. His last public
service was as minister to Portugal. Port
Dearborn, on the site of Chicago, was named
for him.

DEATH, the final condition of all animal
and vegetable matter, characterized by the
stoppage of all growth and motion. Human
beings die when the heart stops beating, for
this means arrest of the circulation and of
the supply of nourishment to the tissues.
Throughout life some of the body cells are
always dying, and new ones are taking their
places. The living body is therefore under-
going a continuous battle with death; we
begin to die as soon as we begin to live. The
subject of increasing the span of man's life
by control of disease is one of the vital ques-
tions of the present day. In general, the
death rate among civilized nations is grad-
ually being lowered as knowledge of hygiene
and sanitary science is increasing.

DEATH'S HEAD MOTH, a large moth,
measuring five inches when the wings are
extended. It has upon the back of its
thorax marks closely resembling a skull, or
death's head. Although the subject of many
superstitious beliefs, it is probable that it
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does no other damage than occasionally at-
tacking "bees and consuming their honey.

DEATH VALLEY, a desolate, arid plain
bordered by mountains,  situated near the

eastern boundary of California, in Inyo
County. During the rush to the gold fields
in 1849, a band of emigrants lost most of
their company in this barren region, and the
name which they gave the valley has been
retained. Death Valley is about 150 miles
long and varies in width from ten to thirty
miles. It averages about 210 feet below sea
level, but in spite of its general aridity,
several animal species exist there and over
500 kinds of plants.

In order to preserve the national wild
life of the region, Death Valley was
given, by presidential proclamation in
1933, the status of a national monument.
Permits to prospectors are issued only
by authority of the Secretary of the
Interior.

DEBATE, debayf, a formal discussion
carried on by two opponents or two teams
of opponents, in which each side endeavors
to prove the truth of certain statements and
to refute the arguments presented by the
other side. The subject under discussion is
generally stated in the form of a resolution,
as, "Resolved, That city life is of greater
benefit to the individual than country life."
The side upholding this resolution is called
the affirmative; the side presenting argu-
ments against it is the negative. Sometimes
the subject is framed as a question, as,
"Should labor unions be encouraged1?" In
this case the affirmative side argues on the
side of the labor unions, and the negative
argues against them.

The first speaker for the affirmative always
begins the debate; he is followed by the
first speaker for the negative. The second
speaker for the affirmative continues, and so
on, alternately, until all have spoken once.
Finally, the leader for the negative summar-
izes the arguments for his side, and the de-
bate closes with a summary by the affirmative
leader. Usually the decision as to the win-
ner of the debate is left to three judges.
They award the decision to the side which has
presented the most points and has best
answered the points made by the opposing
side.

The ideal subject is one which permits a
well-balanced argument. The points for and
against should be as nearly equally divided
as possible, or else one side ,will. have an
undue advantage. The resolution should be
stated as clearly and <as concretely as pos-
sible. Ambiguous phrasing leads to 'con?